VT State Position Paper for Age Change 2012-2013:

Philosophically the reasoning behind the pending age change coming down from FIS is to provide an extra year for physical development, education and skill development. The age change provides an opportunity for an additional year of skill development and containing costs. Anticipating the age change in 2012-13 beginning this season VARA will host the states on two separate weekends and separate sites by gender. All VARA will be able to race in the states if they compete in 50% of their council races.  For the U16 age classification in 2012-13, the proposal is to provide access to USSA points but for advancement to Championship events and seeding for those events based on placing results at council, state, and regional races not utilizing points as a basis.  The overarching principle is to leverage the ratio of training relative to competition to provide greater opportunity for skill development and acquisition.  PARA and other states need to race mixed ages together to make racing work in their regions.   

At the U14 age – VT’s recommendation is to continue with SL, GS, and SG competition.  At the Eastern level the focus is SL& GS with the Eastern Skills Assessment.  We feel speed skill development is important so we will have SG in VT states but it will be not used for advancement, unless it is to be contested at the U14 Eastern Regional Championships.  In order to incorporate the skill assessment in our  VARA  state system the  Junior Development Committee (JDC) recommendation is continuation of SL, GS, and SG at the VARA State Championship Series, 75% of the States field qualifying from Councils based on their standings.  Additionally there will be a Skills Assessment utilizing the Eastern Skills Assessment open to the next group of athletes based on Council standings from which the other 25% of the State Championship Series field will be selected.  There was discussion regarding Kombi and Dual competitions but for the U14 age class these events are considered more important.  The history with Kombi combination is the stronger skiers tend to do well in these competitions without specific training but the specifics of slalom, giant slalom, speed, and skills are important to incorporate and prioritize.  The recommendation of the JDC is to utilize 27 mm gates for slalom given the range in height and weight among this age class. We are requesting that Alex Krebs is available  to do council visits  to introduce the Eastern Skills Assessment to J4 age kids and coaches. 
At the U12 level USSA has proposed competitions including SL, GS, Dual, Kombi, and Skills Assessment.  The VT JDC Recommends that the U12 level of competition remain under the domain of the councils. The recommendation to the councils is to prioritize Skills Assessments, SL (utilizing age appropriate gates of either  Stubbies, 25 mm, or the shorter manufactured 27 mm gates), GS, and Dual.  The reasoning to recommend Duals rather than Kombi is Dual competition is fun, simple and involves shorter length courses appropriate for this age class developmentally.  It is important that councils integrate boys and girls at this age as prior to the onset of puberty they are on an even field competitively. The recommendation is to experiment with mixed gender competition and seeding. Within NVC this winter there is a scheduled Dual competition for J4’s which include a two run qualification utilized for Council standings from which the top 32 athletes regardless of gender will qualify to a Dual head to head elimination.  
For the 2011-12 J4 Shootout proposal mixing genders there was a problem in that most RA’s would have difficulty in processing. So we will abandon that idea for this year.

